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Such an animistic outlook, such a tendency to see psychic
and not physical causes everywhere, does, further, characterize
the thought of the unconscious mind, as described by the
psychoanalysts.1   Here again we find all reality apparently
mental—hence Freud's phrase, the " omnipotence of thought"
in the phantasies of the unconscious.    And here again our
notion of causation, of course, does not exist;   we are back
at the primitive.   Hence in dreams anything may symbolize
anything else, if there is even the most superficial resemblance
between their appearance or function, or even if their names
have some slight resemblance.    To give a Greek example,
Alexander, as he lay before the obstinately defended city
of Tyre, is said to have dreamed he saw a satyr ;   and the
interpreters bade him be of good cheer, for it portended that
aa   Tvpos,   " Tyre is thine." 2     Whatever the  sa- meant,
the   story  rings   true,   the   syllables   -tyros   alone   would,
according to the psychologists, be amply sufficient to bring
the grinning monster before the mind's eye of the baffled
general.    We are reminded of the all-pervading primitive
feeling of the significance of puns and plays on words, and
especially on proper names.   It is in no joking spirit that the
old men of the chorus in the Agamemnon play bitterly with
the fancied   derivation  of  Helen's name from eAav :   the
Wrecker of lives, the Wrecker of ships, the Wrecker of
towns ;   and so again, in Esau's exceeding bitter cry :   " Is
he not rightly named Jacob, seeing he hath supplanted me
these two times ? "
Freud in his Totem und Tabu has a chapter on this
" perfectly animistic " attitude of the unconscious mind as
underlying the whole system of magic; but it is not only
within the straitest sect of the psychoanalysts that the
fundamental resemblance between the unconscious mental
processes of men of the most diverse race is recognized. For
instance, Seligman3 draws attention to the common recurrence
1 Dougall, op. cit., pp. 13-16 ; Bmest Jones, " Psycho-Analysis and
Anthroplogy," in J.R.A.I., liv.
1 Plutarch's Alexander, c. 24.        '
8 Presidential address to the Anthropological Institute, 1924; see
J.RfA.I., liv, esp. pp, 41-6.

